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Figure 1 

To isolate fetal cells that have not yet bound maternal antibodies or whose 
antigen-antibody complexes are masked 



Isolate nucleated 


| cells 










Treat cells to display free, 
unmasked antigen 



Isolate antibodies 
from plasma 



React cells with antibodies 



Dissociate antibodies from 
masking molecules such as anti- 
idiotype antibodies and soluble 
antigens 



React cell- bound antibodies with labelling 
agent 



Isolate labelled cells on the basis of the 
labeL These cells comprise all fetal 
cells 
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t Figure 2 

To isolate fetal cells that have already maternal 
antibodies bound to them, using an agent that 
labels those antibodies 



Obtain maternal blood sample 



Isolate nucleated cells 



React nucleated cells with 
labelling agent that binds to all 
surface-bound antibodies 



Isolate labelled cells on the 
basis of the label. These 
cells comprise all fetal cells. 
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